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Three prominent OU Law graduates were 
honored with induction into the Order 
of the Owl Hall of Fame on March 12 in 
front of the largest crowd ever to attend 
the annual event. Nearly 500 people 
filled the Molly Shi Boren Ballroom in 
Oklahoma Memorial Union to witness 
Robin J. Cauthron (’77), Andrew M. Coats 
(’63) and Reggie N. Whitten (’80) become 
the fourth class of inductees to receive 
the College’s highest honor.
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Following a video of the academic convocation capping off the 1L orientation for 
the Class of 2017, Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Steven W. Taylor (’74) welcomed 
alumni and friends of the College of Law and introduced Dean Joe Harroz, the 
evening’s master of ceremonies. 
Harroz introduced special guests and dignitaries in attendance prior to acknowledging 
14 members of the Class of 2015 elected into the Order of the Coif honorary scholastic 
society. Also recognized were honorary member Charles A. Johnson (’55), recently 
retired from the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals after 25 years of service, and 
new faculty member Monika U. Ehrman, associate professor of law.
Harroz’s pre-dinner announcement of a $500,000 planned gift to the OU College of 
Law made by longtime law librarian Marilyn Nicely drew a warm response from the 
audience. Asking Nicely to stand and be recognized, Harroz said, “We are deeply 
grateful to Marilyn, here with us tonight, for her 39 years of service to OU Law, her 
incredible work, and her transformative and inspiring gift.” 
After dinner, Harroz introduced the inductees, reciting highlights of their exceptional 
legal careers, and reading comments from friends and colleagues. As a symbol 
of membership in the Order of the Owl, each was presented an owl sculpture by 
a student with a special connection to the honoree. Each inductee spoke briefly 
following his or her presentation.
The celebration closed with the singing of the OU Chant, led by first-year law students 
Leslie Gile and Joey Geresi.
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Robin J. Cauthron is a judge of the United States District Court for the Western District 
of Oklahoma. She joined the court in 1991 after being nominated by President George 
H.W. Bush. Cauthron served as chief judge of the court from 2001-2008.
Born in Edmond, Oklahoma, Cauthron graduated from the University of Oklahoma 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1970 and a juris doctor degree in 1977. Cauthron also 
earned a master’s degree in 1974 from Oklahoma Central State University.
Cauthron was a law clerk for Judge Ralph Thompson of the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma from 1977 to 1981, staff attorney for Legal 
Services of Eastern Oklahoma Inc. until 1982, and a private practice attorney until 
1983, before being appointed to serve as special judge for Oklahoma District Court 
Judicial District 17 from 1983 to 1986. Cauthron was a federal magistrate judge on the 
United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma from 1986 to 1991.
She served the Judicial Conference of the United States as a member, and later chair, 
of the Defender Services Committee, district judge representative to the Conference, 
and member of the Executive Committee. 
Dean Joe Harroz, Robin J. Cauthron and Nicole Lynn
“The honor graduate I was lucky enough 
to hire as one of my law clerks in 1977 
has gone on to become not only a 
distinguished colleague on the court, 
but chief judge of the court and, by 
appointment of the Chief Justice of the 
United States, a leader at the highest 
level of the federal judiciary itself. Judge 
Cauthron’s exemplary career makes us all 
proud. During her years as a law clerk, she 
made me look good. On the bench, she 
has made the entire court look good.”
– RALPH G. THOMPSON (’61)
“I met Robin Cauthron during what was 
then an entire week of orientation before 
law school classes began. I needed an 
entire week of orientation, but I soon 
learned Robin would have been fine with 
about two or three hours. Our friendship 
has continued some 40 years later even 
as our careers have kept us both busy. I 
can honestly say I know of no one in our 
law school class, or any other for that 
matter, more deserving and suited to be 
a United States District Judge than my 
friend Robin. “ 
–DAVID A. POARCH JR. (’77)
Robin J. Cauthron
Class of 1977
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Andrew M. Coats is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of 
the University of Oklahoma. He was an officer in 
the United States Navy and after serving at sea, became an adviser to the Republic 
of China naval forces in Taiwan from 1957 to 1960. Coats returned to the University 
of Oklahoma in 1960 to attend the College of Law, where he was an editor of the 
Oklahoma Law Review, president of the Student Bar Association and member of 
the Order of the Coif. He was honored by the Oklahoma Bar Association as the 
1962 outstanding law student in Oklahoma and was selected as OU’s outstanding 
law graduate of 1963. After graduation, he joined Crowe & Dunlevy in the firm’s 
Oklahoma City office, becoming a partner within six years, and later serving as the 
firm’s president.
Coats served as president of the Oklahoma Young Lawyers Conference (now known 
as the Oklahoma Bar Association Young Lawyers Division) in 1969, president of the 
Oklahoma County Bar Association in 1975-76, district attorney of Oklahoma County 
from 1976 to 1980, mayor of Oklahoma City from 1983 to 1987 and president of the 
Oklahoma Bar Association in 1992-1993.
Coats was president of the American College of Trial Lawyers during 1996-97, and was 
charter president of the American Board of Trial Advocates in Oklahoma. He is a fellow 
of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers, and was selected as a trustee of the 
United States Supreme Court Historical Society in 1995. 
On July 1, 1996, he became dean of the OU College of Law. On April 30, 2002, in 
recognition of his leadership, the OU Board of Regents named the law school building 
Andrew M. Coats Hall, in his honor.
Coats was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2005. In 2007, he received the 
Human Rights Award from the Oklahoma Human Rights Commission in recognition 
of his life-long dedication to improving opportunities for women and minorities 
in Oklahoma. Since June 30, 2010, Coats has served as dean emeritus of the OU 
College of Law.
Andrew M. Coats
Class of 1963
“I first encountered Andy Coats not long 
after I began teaching at the law school 
many years ago. I was serving as a moot 
court judge when this skinny second-year 
student grinned all the way through his 
absolutely brilliant performance. His 
brilliance was confirmed when I later 
taught him in my classes on evidence and 
trial practice. For more than 50 years, I 
have marveled at his lightning-fast wit 
and his gift for generating laughter and 
good will. Andy Coats is easy to envy, but 
he is impossible to dislike.”
– LEE WEST (’56)
“Andy Coats has been best in show in 
every aspect of the legal profession. He 
has been a superb trial and appellate 
lawyer in private practice, a leader in a 
host of professional associations, and a 
distinguished public official. If he had 
done nothing else, he would be one of the 
outstanding graduates of the College of 
Law. But Andy did far more. He became 
dean of the College of Law during 
challenging times and led its return to 
greatness.”
– W. DEVIER PIERSON (’57)
Dean Joe Harroz, Andrew M. Coats and Kristin Newman
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Reggie N. Whitten, co-founder and senior partner of 
Whitten Burrage Law Firm, is from Seminole, Oklahoma. 
He was the first of his family to graduate from college, receiving a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Oklahoma in 1977 and a juris doctor degree in 1980. During law 
school, he worked in the law library and participated in five moot court competitions, 
honing his skills as a future trial lawyer.
Whitten started with the firm of Foliart, Mills and Niemeyer, first as an intern and later 
as a lawyer. In 1984, he became a partner in the firm of Mills and Whitten. His practice 
area has always been trial work, and he has been involved in complex litigation on both 
the defense and plaintiff side. Whitten has participated in more than 100 jury trials 
during the past 34 years. He is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers.
Whitten is a past president of the Oklahoma Association for Justice, and has received 
of a number of honors, including The Journal Record Leadership in Law Award, the 
Oklahoma Association of Justice Tommy D. Frasier Award, and the Oklahoma Bar 
Association Trailblazer Award.
In 2004, Whitten co-founded the Whitten Newman Family Foundation in memory 
of his oldest son, Brandon, who died in 2002 as a result of a traffic accident caused 
by alcohol and drug addiction. Six funded initiatives of the foundation – the Brandon 
Whitten Institute for Addiction and Recovery, FATE (Fighting Addiction Through 
Education), ExplorOlogy, Native Explorers, Pros for Africa and Sisters United – have 
impacted people in the state of Oklahoma and around the world.
As part of his involvement in and support of these programs, Whitten has co-authored 
two books. Sewing Hope focuses on the life of Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe, a Catholic 
nun in Uganda whose schools provide a home and job training for girls formerly held 
captive by warlord Joseph Kony. The other book, What’s Your Fate?, is about his son’s 
addiction and death.
In 2013, the Oklahoma Heritage Association honored Whitten with induction into the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame.
Reggie N. Whitten
Class of 1980
Dean Joe Harroz, Reggie N. Whitten and Kim Ikegbunam
“Without a doubt, Reggie is one of the 
greatest trial lawyers to come out of OU, 
and he has the track record to prove it. 
He has the candid ability to make a jury 
see his client’s virtues in a case. He is 
a great friend and law partner. He has 
compassion for those who have not been 
as fortunate as others. We have tried many 
cases, and every case is “the best case 
we’ve ever seen!” I look forward to trying 
these “best cases we’ve ever seen” together 
and fixing the law that he seems to think 
gets in his way.” 
– MICHAEL BURRAGE (’74)
“I am so glad to see my good friend, 
Reggie Whitten, inducted into the Order 
of the Owl. It is a good thing he is being 
inducted into the Order of the Owl 
because we were not even close to being 
inducted into the Order of the Coif. I am 
so proud to have known Reggie Whitten 
for over 40 years. From a state champion 
high school debater at Seminole High 
School, to a moot court champion at OU 
law school, he possesses a creative mind, 
a quick wit, and a big heart. Reggie is a 
skilled trial lawyer. He is a good friend 
and a worthy foe.”
– JOHN HARGRAVE (‘80)
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2011
Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher (’51) In Memoriam
William G. Paul (’56)
W. DeVier Pierson (’57)
William J. Ross (’54)
The 2015 class of inductees — Andrew M. Coats ('63), Robin J. Cauthron ('77) and Reggie N. Whitten ('80)
MEMBERS OF THE ORDER
2012
Thomas R. Brett (’57)
James T. Comfort (’57)
William T. Comfort Jr. (’61)
J. Hugh Roff Jr. (’55)
Alma Bell Wilson (’41) In Memoriam
2013
Michael Burrage (’74)
Kathy Taylor (’81)
Ralph Thompson (’61)
Lee West (’56)
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